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By ZACK DeLUCA
Staff Writer

A sudden storm Thursday
resulted in multiple area fire
departments responding to
calls for lightning strikes,
with some of them causing
structure fires, and downed
trees late that evening and
into early Friday morning.

According to Greenfield
Fire Chief Robert Strahan,
his department received the
call for a first-alarm fire at
431 Green River Road at
around 7 p.m. Thursday. The
fire was caused by a lightning
strike, and resulted in minor
damage to the single-family
home. The residents were
home at the time and es-
caped safely with no injuries
reported.

“Lightning struck the
house, or an area near the
house,” Strahan reported
Friday morning. “There was
damage to the exterior of the
building, and it started a fire
on the inside of the building.”

Green River Road was
temporarily closed to traffic
while firefighters responded
to the scene. Strahan said his
department requested an en-

gine from Turners Falls. The
Colrain Fire Department also
responded and the Deerfield
Fire District covered the
Greenfield Fire Station.

“The fire was contained to
the room of origin, and there
was smoke damage through-
out the house,” Strahan said.

While lightning strikes are
not the most common cause
of fires, Strahan said he has
responded to a few such calls
across Franklin County
throughout his tenure.

“There have been severe
thunderstorms that have
led numerous times to light-
ning strikes near or on
houses,” he said.

Similarly, in Northfield,
multiple emergency calls
started coming in at 5 p.m.
Thursday, including for a
lightning strike to a home at
39 Maple St. According to
Northfield Fire Chief Floyd
“Skip” Dunnell III, the multi-
ple calls resulted in no signifi-
cant damage. The lightning
strike blew out electrical out-
lets in the home, but did not
cause a fire.

“It scorched the outlets,

Area departments
respond to fires,

downed trees from
Thursday night storm

FRANKLIN COUNTY

By JULIAN MENDOZA
Staff Writer

TURNERS FALLS —
While Riff ’s North co-owner
Mike McCarthy says busi-
ness at his Avenue A restau-
rant has been “better than
it’s ever been,” that success
left the business under-
staffed.

Despite efforts to hire
more cooks, McCarthy said
the restaurant hasn’t gar-
nered enough interest from
applicants, leading to the de-
cision to close on Aug. 8.

“Never in my wildest
dreams would I have ex-
pected to have had to close a
restaurant because we didn’t
have enough cooks,” he said.
“It was a very difficult deci-
sion, but it simply came down
to not having enough kitchen
staff to prepare meals.”

McCarthy hopes the clo-
sure of his six-year-old
restaurant is only temporary,
noting that he feels pandemic
working conditions and cur-
rent benefits of unemploy-
ment, which can amount to
more than a working salary,
are likely to blame for the low
number of applicants. He
hopes that once pandemic
unemployment benefits end
on Sept. 4, an influx in people
looking for work will allow his
business to open again.

“I think it’s a combination
of things,” McCarthy said of
the lack of applications,
adding that the COVID-19
pandemic and the accompa-
nying response is a likely rea-

son for not only the lack of ap-
plications to work at Riff ’s
North, but to work at area
businesses in general. “I
think the pandemic has made
people wary of working close
t o g e t h e r. ”

Still, the need to close en-
tirely came as something of a
shock to McCarthy, even af-
ter having decided to reduce
the restaurant’s schedule to
not include Mondays or Tues-
days earlier this summer.

McCarthy said he’s never
seen a situation of this mag-
nitude in his 35 years working
within the industry. Out of
desperation to keep the
restaurant operational, he,
co-owner Richard Lyman,
managers and other staff had
needed to step in as cooks.

Meanwhile, McCarthy said
Riff ’s Joint in Easthampton is
undergoing similar struggles,
but remains “fairly stable,”
despite having to close on
Mondays and Tuesdays. He
said the future of this location
hinges on its ability to retain
staff.

For the beloved Turners
Falls restaurant, the future is
u n c l e a r.

“Our hope is that this is
temporary and that we can get
up and running after we hire
some good people,” McCarthy
said, adding that hiring just
four cooks would enable Riff’s
North to immediately reopen.
“We ’re not done yet.”

Reach Julian Mendoza at
413-772-0261, ext. 261 or
j m e n d o z a @ re c o r d e r. c o m .

Despite good business,
Rif f’s North closes due

to staff shortage

TURNERS FALLS

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Rif f’s North on Avenue A in Turners Falls closed on Aug. 8
due to a lack of kitchen staff.

By MARY BYRNE
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — Admin-
istrators in the Greenfield
School Department have de-
cided to discontinue the Ex-
panded Learning Time grant
program due to both low inter-
est from district families and
to allow teachers more time to
collaborate to ensure stu-
dents’ educational success.

The Expanded Learning
Time (ELT) grant provides fi-
nancial assistance to school
districts that have approved
ELT implementation pro-
grams, which includes after-
school enrichment opportuni-
ties and summer program-
ming, according to the state
Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education
(DESE). Greenfield is one of
11 districts that participate in
the program.

According to School Com-
mittee member Susan Hollins,
the $800,000 grant program ini-
tially came to Greenfield in 2007
in response to high poverty
rates in parts of the district.

Interim Superintendent

Judy Houle explained at a
School Committee meeting
Wednesday evening that the
reason for not reapplying to
the program was two-fold. In
part, she and other senior ad-
ministrators had reviewed
student data trends over time,
including Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment
System (MCAS) data, that
they felt indicated a need for a
change in direction.

“What really struck us as
we reviewed the data is
Greenfield seems to consis-
tently lag behind the state in
the percentage of students
who meet and exceed the
state MCAS benchmarks,” she
said. “Not that the MCAS is
the end-all-be-all, but some
other data points in the same
direction. The other thing we
noticed is the scores have re-
mained somewhat stagnant
over time. … As we talked to-
gether, we realized the need
for being able to get teachers
to collaborate.”

She added that of the two
schools where the Expanded
Learning Time program is
implemented — Greenfield

Middle School and Newton
School — it wasn’t “moving
the needle.”

“What it tells us is there is
something wrong that we
need to fix,” she said. “Having
been in this business a very
long time, this usually points
to a curriculum and/or an in-
structional issue. After school
is really the only time that
teachers really have to collab-
orate with each other.”

She said it is particularly an

issue at the elementary level,
where teachers are spread out
across multiple schools.

“There’s really no time for
them to gather together,”
Houle said.

She added that, in general,
interest in the program has
“waned” among teachers and
families alike.

“There’s not a whole lot of
interest — particularly at the

Superintendent says change will allow
teachers more time to collaborate;

familie s’ interest in program was low

Schools discontinuing Extended
Learning Time program

GREENFIELD

STAFF FILE PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Greenfield Middle School, pictured, is one of two
Greenfield public schools, along with Newton School,
where the Expanded Learning Time program is
implemented. Administrators have decided to discontinue
the program due to both low interest from families and to
allow teachers more time to collaborate to ensure
student s’ educational success.

By ELLA ADAMS
For the Recorder

COLRAIN — In recognition
of Catamount Country Store’s
“instr umental” contribution to
Colrain by staying open during
the pandemic, owner Laurie
Giard was presented with an
unexpected thank you this
week, in the form of a giant
United States Postal Service
Forever “Thank You” stamp
and a framed placard.

“2020 was a year like no
other. Due to the COVID-19
outbreak, our lives changed,”
Colrain Postmaster Mandy
Richtell said to the small
crowd of guests packed into
the store on Wednesday. “Con-
cern for one another was at an
all-time high, and ‘essential
workers’ became heroes.

“USPS understands what it
means to be ‘essential’  — to
show up when nobody else
does, to put first an extra effort
to ensure that a need is met,”
Richtell continued. “We would
like to take this time to ac-

knowledge the extra effort
that Catamount Country Store
gave when it was needed.”

Richtell continued, naming
the store’s service as a gas
station, convenience store and
restaurant as “instr umental”
in helping Colrain during the
pandemic shutdown. Despite
facing challenges in obtaining
supplies, and in addition to her
work as a nurse, Giard kept
the store open for the benefit
of those around her.

“Through the pandemic,
she would come in to conduct
business,” Richtell recalled of
Giard’s visits to the Post Of-
fice. She was in awe of every-
thing Giard was constantly do-
ing, from providing customers
with a supply request sheet to
buying a new credit card
reader so postal staff could use
their gas cards at her store.

“I jumped on the chance to
show her how appreciative the
community is,” Richtell said.
“In a really small town, with-
out this store there wouldn’t
be a ton here.”

The “Thank You” stamp
shows appreciation for the
small, local businesses that
stayed open throughout the
pandemic, said Anna Robin-
son, USPS secretary for mar-

keting for the Massachusetts
and Rhode Island district.
Highlighted in gold foil and in
cursive script with a floral de-

U.S. Postal Service thanks
country store with giant stamp

COLR AIN

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Colrain Postmaster Mandy Richtell, right, presents Catamount Country Store owner Laurie Giard with framed artwork of the
“Thank You” Forever stamp on Wednesday for staying open for Colrain residents during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Catamount Country Store owner Laurie Giard is flanked by
Robert Leary, manager of post office operations, and
Mandy Richtell, Colrain postmaster, while holding framed
artwork of the “Thank You” Forever stamp presented to her
Wednesday for staying open for Colrain residents during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Moose Lodge serving
oriental beef and broccoli

GREENFIELD — The Moose Lodge at
20 School St. will serve to-go orders of ori-
ental beef and broccoli on rice, salad, a roll
and dessert on Monday from 5 to 5:30 p.m.
Meals cost $10.

To order, call Karen Cloutier at 413-559-
8992 or the Moose Lodge at 413-773-9030 by
Sunday at 5 p.m.

LAVA Center hosting Third
Tuesday Greenfield Word

GREENFIELD — The Third Tuesday
Greenfield Word organized by Human Er-
ror Publishing will be held at The LAVA
Center, 324 Main St., on Aug. 17, at 7 p.m.

Paper cranes, live music
come to Saturday Salon

GREENFIELD — The weekly Satur-
day Salon at The LAVA Center, 324 Main
St., from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. today will feature
paper cranes created by Silvia Kaplan and
live music by Michael Nix.

Soapbox ‘build parties’
welcome participants

GREENFIELD — In advance of a soap-
box race planned for Sept. 12, racers are en-
couraged to attend a soapbox “build party”
on Sunday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the park-

ing lot behind City Hall.
“Bring your cart in whatever shape it

currently is in, and any other parts or
materials you plan on adding, and pre-
pare for a morning of creative planning
and fun construction,” reads a newslet-
ter from race organizers. “We will have
extra parts on hand, such as metal tub-
ing and bike parts, including a few
wheels.”

Participants are advised to transport
their carts and materials in a truck if pos-
sible, rather than on a trailer, as parking is
limited.

There is also a build party today from 10
a.m. to noon outside Nova Motorcycles on
Second Street in Turners Falls. Registra-
tion isn’t required for either build party.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Michael Nix, who will perform at The
LAVA Center in Greenfield on Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., plays new
classical and original music on banjos,
guitar and mandolin.

and that was the extent of the
damage,” Dunnell said.

He explained that light-
ning “is always going to try
and seek ground.” In this in-
stance, the lightning entered
the home’s electrical system
and blew out some electrical
outlets. Seeking somewhere
to ground, Dunnell said, most
of the electrical charge dissi-
pated to a radiator in the
kitchen next to an outlet.

After responding to this
call, the Northfield Fire De-

partment received a report of
a microburst in the area of
Fisher Road, Old Wendell
Road and Four Mile Brook
Road that toppled numerous
trees and downed electrical
wires at roughly 7:30 p.m.

Dunnell said firefighters
“cut their way through” the
downed trees and saw two
trees had also fallen on a
house at 487 Old Wendell
Road. Firefighters secured
the scene at the home, with
Dunnell reporting there was
“just a little bit of roofing”
damage, “nothing structural.”
He said the homeowners
were not home at the time but
were returning Friday.

At 2:30 a.m. Friday morn-
ing, Dunnell said the North-
field Fire Department re-
sponded to calls for more
trees and wires down on
South Mountain Road. Then,
closer to 4 a.m., a Northfield
engine responded as mutual
aid for a structure fire in Or-
ange.

Orange Fire Chief James
Young said his department re-
sponded to a second-alarm
fire at 31 Lois St. at 3:51 a.m.
Friday morning with mutual
aid. The scene was cleared af-
ter nearly four hours, at
roughly 9:30 a.m. The cause of
the fire was still under investi-
gation as of 1 p.m. Friday.

According to Young, the
fire occurred at a single-fam-
ily mobile home, and spread to
“consume a couple of out-
buildings or sheds on the
same property, as well as two
vehicles.” The fire did not
spread to neighboring proper-
ties.

The Orange fire caused ex-
tensive damage, making the
mobile home uninhabitable at
this time, according to Young.
No injuries were reported and
the homeowners were not
home at the time of the fire.

Zack DeLuca can be reached
at zdeluca@recorder.com or
413-930-4579.
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middle school level — in con-
tinuing with the program, ei-
ther on the teacher side or on
the family side,” she said.

For this change to work,
Houle explained that the high
school and middle school will
have a common start and end
time of 7:30 a.m. and 2:10 p.m.,
respectively, allowing for mid-
dle school teachers and high
school teachers to have col-
laboration time.

“Pre-K through (grade) 4

will also be common among
the schools, as it has been this
y e a r, ” she said. “That allows
teachers to get together for
some meeting time to really
begin this collaboration pro-
cess that is so desperately
needed.”

Houle noted that the dis-
trict is working with commu-
nity partners to try to put al-
ternatives in place for after-
school care for students.

“We haven’t confirmed all
of that yet, but we’re working
toward that end,” she said.

School Committee mem-
bers, though not necessarily
opposed to the district’s deci-

sion to discontinue the Ex-
panded Learning Time grant
program, felt it came as a sur-
prise to them Wednesday
night, having learned of the
decision through families who
had reached out to them.
Houle apologized, explaining
that it had been an issue of
coming up to a deadline.

“It is never my intention
to surprise a committee,”
she said.

School Committee Secre-
tary Glenn Johnson-Mussad
said the argument that teach-
ers need time to collaborate
makes sense, adding that he
would also be interested in

learning more about what
parents and families thoughts
are on the Expanded Learn-
ing Time program.

“That doesn’t mean you
can never apply for the grant
again,” Houle told the com-
mittee. “You certainly could
do that. We just felt at this
particular juncture in time,
our teachers really need the
time, desperately, to come to-
gether and do the work that
needs to be done.”

Mary Byrne can be reached
at mbyrne@recorder.com or
413-930-4429. Twitter: @
Mar yEByr ne
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sign, “Thank You” stamp designer and
lettering artist Dana Tanamachi is re-
sponsible for its creation. It was re-
leased on Aug. 21 of last year.

According to Robinson, businesses
like Catamount Country Store were in-
tegral in supporting their communities
through this time.

“We ’re going around to different
post offices in the region to show that
we’re appreciative of more mom-and-
pop places,” Robinson explained. “The
places that helped the smaller towns
(get through the pandemic).”

“I was very surprised and thankful
and appreciative that they recognized
us,” Giard said of USPS.

Giard spoke of the frustration she
occasionally felt due to the endless na-
ture of pandemic-related work, but
also of the desire and need she felt to
provide for her community. Since her
store is smaller than many stores
around the region, Giard had to put in
extra work to keep items on the
shelves and use her resources. She re-
called doing everything she could to
make sure even those who weren’t
physically comfortable coming into the
store could still make use of every-
thing the store provides.

“It was tiring, and it was hard to get
staff,” Giard said of her experience run-
ning Catamount Country Store through
the pandemic. Nonetheless, she didn’t
hesitate to add, “we made it through!”
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GREENFIELD, MA — William 
D. Aldrich, age 74, passed 
Wednesday August 11, 2021.

 Arrangements under the di-
rection of the Kostanski Funeral 

Home are incomplete at this 
time.  For condolences, please 
visit www.kostanskifuneral-
home.com.

William Aldrich

GREENFIELD, MA — Elliott 
R. Smolensky, 76, of Country 
Side Rd., died Monday 
(8/9/21) at Baystate Hospital 
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62A Main Street
North�eld, MA
(413) 498-4400

owendavidsonguitars.com

Follow Us on Facebook!

Owen Davidson Guitars
Expert repair of fretted instruments

*6.25% sales tax omitted on single items up to $2,500 purchased on 
Aug.14-15, 2021. Certain restrictions may apply. See store for details.

COME  JOIN  US  FOR 
“NO TAX*”  WEEKEND

OPEN 
SATURDAY & 
SUNDAY  FOR
THE EVENT


